Black Is... 
1992 


The 1992 edition of Black Is... 
continues the Boston Public 
Library’s tradition of publishing a 
list of recent books concerning 
Blacks as part of the Library’s 
observance of Black History Month 
in February of each year. 


*Recommended for Young Adults 


Black Is... Fiction 


*FAMILY: A Novel 

J. California Cooper 

Follows four generations of 
African-American women in the 
South from the American Civil War 
to the present. 


DAUGHTERS 

Paule Marshall 

After an abortion, Ursa reflects on 
the people in her life. 


JOY 

Marsha Hunt 

Joy was such an alive person it’s 
hard to believe she is dead. 


*THE MATTER IS LIFE: Stories 
J. California Cooper 

More short stories by this popular 
author. 


MUSE-ECHO BLUES 

Xam Cartier 

Jazz is the life-link from 1990's Kat 
back to 1940’s Kitty. 


PAYMENT IN FULL 

Henry Denker 

A Jewish couple, guardians to a 
young Black girl, instill in her a 
sense of pride in her own culture. 
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A RED DEATH: An Easy Rawlins 
Mystery 

Walter Mosley 

To avoid jail for non-payment of 
taxes, Easy agrees to trap Com- 
munist sympathizers. 


Black Is... 
Black Expressions 


BEARING WITNESS: Selections 
from African-American Auto- 
biography in the Twentieth 
Century 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., editor 


*HER BLUE BODY EVERYTHING 
WE KNOW: Earthling Poems 
1965-1990 Complete 

Alice Walker 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PORGY 
AND BESS: The Story of an 
American Classic 

Hollis Alpert 


*THE LOVE SPACE DEMANDS (A 
Continuing Saga) 

Ntozake Shange 

An intense burst of poetry descibes 
the search for love in the age of 
AIDS. 


MEMORY AND METAPHOR: 
Romare Bearden, 1940-1987 
The first full retrospective show of 
a gifted and influential painter as 
seen in the catalog of Harlem’s 
Studio Museum. 


* MEMORY OF KIN: Stories about 
Family by Black Writers 

Mary Helen Washington, editor 
Ernest J. Gaines, Jamaica Kincaid, 


John Edgar Wideman, among 
many others, contribute poetry and 
short fiction to this distinguished 
collection. 


MULE BONE: A Comedy of Negro 
Life 

Langston Hughes and Zora Neale 
Hurston 

Sixty years ago this play caused an 
irreparable rift between its authors. 


MY SOUL’S HIGH SONG: The 
Collected Writings of Countee 
Cullen, Voice of the Harlem 
Renaissance 

Gerald Early, editor 


Black Is... 
Contemporary Issues 


THE CONTENT OF OUR 
CHARACTER: A New Vision of 
Race in America 

Shelby Steele 

Is affirmative action demeaning to 
Blacks in our new open society? 


*DEADLY CONSEQUENCES: 
How Violence is Destroying Our 
Teenage Population and a Plan to 
Begin Solving the Problem 
Deborah Prothrow-Stith, M.D. 
with Michaele Weissman 


DIFFERENT AND WONDERFUL: 
Raising Black Children in a Race- 
Conscious Society 

Darlene Powell Hopson and 
Derek S. Hopson 

Positive parenting in a negative 
world. 


*DO OR DIE: For the First Time, 
Members of L.A.’s Most Notorious 
Gangs Speak for Themselves 
Lion Bing 
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THE HABIT OF SURVIVING: 
Black Women’s Strategies for Life 
Kesho Yvonne Scott 


PRAYING FOR SHEETROCK: A 
Work of Nonfiction 

Melissa F. Greene 

Mcintosh County, Georgia, elects 
its first Black county commissioner. 


*PRIDE OF FAMILY: Four 
Generations of American Women 
of Color 

Carole lone 

This remarkable history led to self- 
discovery for the author. 


REFLECTIONS OF AN AFFIR- 
MATIVE ACTION BABY 
Stephen L. Carter 

Crackling with controversy, Carter 
advocates enhanced educational 
opportunities instead of preferen- 
tial hiring practices. 


SOUTH AFRICA: My Vision of the 
Future 

Mangosuthu G. Buthelezi 

This Zulu chief, linked operily to 
tribalism and violence, stands in 
contrast to forces for national and 
multiracial unity. 


THERE ARE NO CHILDREN 
HERE: The Story of Two Boys 
Growing Up in the Other America 
Alex Kotlowitz 

Life in the Chicago projects. 


THINK AND GROW RICH: A 
Black Choice 

Dennis Kimbro 

An updated adaptation of the 
Napoleon Hill classic on personal 
and financial success. 


WHITE LIES: Rape, Murder, and 
Justice Texas Style 

Nick Davies 

A Black school janitor, suspected 
of murder because of his race, is 
now free and awaiting his new 
trial. 


WHY BLACK PEOPLE TEND TO 
SHOUT: Cold Facts and Wry 
Views from a Black Man’s World 
Ralph Wiley 

Thought-provoking essays on a 
wide variety of subjects such as 
AIDS, |.Q. tests, and the depiction 
of Black men in The Color Purple. 


THE WOMAN WHO TOOK 
BACK HER STREETS: One Woman 
Fights the Drug Wars and 
Rebuilds Her Community 

Rita Webb Smith 

A Harlem anti-drug advocate 
describes the fight for her 
community. 


Black Is... 
Entertainment 


*AMATEUR NIGHT AT THE 
APOLLO: Ralph Cooper Presents 
Five Decades of Great Enter- 
tainment 

Ralph Cooper with Steve 
Dougherty 

Emcee Cooper's life parallels that 
of the Apollo. 


CHILDHOOD 

Bill Cosby 

Heartwarming anecdotes and 
humorous observations. 


IF | STOP I’LL DIE: THE COMEDY 
AND TRAGEDY OF RICHARD 
PRYOR 

John Williams 
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An in-depth look at a troubled yet 
talented comedian. 


MICHAEL JACKSON: THE 
MAGIC AND THE MADNESS 

J. Randy Taraborrelli 

Describes the secluded life of this 
world renowned entertainer. 


LA TOYA: GROWING UP IN THE 
JACKSON FAMILY 

La Toya Jackson 

Another Jackson, another story, on- 
ly this time more interesting. 


SCATMAN: AN AUTHORIZED 
BIOGRAPHY OF SCATMAN 
CROTHERS 

Jim Haskins 

Follow the career of this exciting 
entertainer from Terre Haute, In- 
diana to Hollywood. 


UNFORGETTABLE: The Life and 
Mystique of Nat King Cole 
Leslie Gourse 

The life and times of this velvet 
smooth vocalist/pianist whose 
music is still unforgettable. 


Black Is... History 


BEFORE FREEDOM: Forty-eight 
Oral Histories of Former North 
and South Carolina Slaves 
Belinda Hurmence, editor. 


BEFORE FREEDOM CAME: 
African-American Life in the 
Antebellum South 

The Museum of the Confederacy 


*THE COMPLETE TUTANKHA- 
MUN: The King, the Tomb, the 
Royal Treasure 

Carl Nicholas Reeves 


With additional new information 
and gorgeous illustrations. 


*FREE AT LAST? The Civil Rights 
Movement and the People Who 
Made it 

Fred Powledge 


THE PROMISED LAND: The 
Great Black Migration and How it 
Changed America 

Nicholas Lemann 

As Blacks moved from South to 
North during the 1940s, they 
changed the course of American 
history. 


Black Is... Personalities 


ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JR. 
The Political Biography of an 
American Dilemma 
Charles Hamilton 

Hamilton makes this controversial 
figure come alive, 


BENJAMIN O. DAVIS, JR., 
AMERICAN: An Autobiography 
With a wife as determined and 
fearless as himself, General Davis 
persevered through war and the 
painful discrimination of a 
segregated military. 


BLACK ICE 

Lorene Cary 

A Black suburban student, now a 
teacher, tells of her experiences in 
an all-white prep school. 


BOURGEOIS BLUES: An Ameri- 
can Memoir 

Jake Lamar 

The youngest writer ever hired by 
Time Magazine reflects on his past. 
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BREAKING BARRIERS: A Memoir 
Carl T. Rowan 

An eminent Black journalist 
reveals aspects of his public and 
private life. 


CHAPPIE: The Life and Times of 
Daniel James, Jr., America’s First 
Black Four-Star General 

Alfred J. Phelps 

Flamboyant, outgoing and con- 
troversial, Chappie rose to the top 
of his chosen field. 


FALLING PIECES OF THE 
BROKEN SKY 

Julius Lester 

In three essays the author describes 
himself as a Black man, a Jew, and 
a writer. 


FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
William McFeely 

This well-known 19th century 
American’s struggle for public 
recognition. 


THE LAST RADIO BABY: A 
Memoir 

Raymond Andrews 

Images of Black life in the South 
during the 30s and 40s. 


MALCOLM: The Life of a Man 
Who Changed Black America 
Bruce Perry 

An in-depth look at this famous 
Black American whose ideas still 
have influence. 


MALCOLM X: The FBI File 
Clayborne Carson 

A noted historian provides pro- 
vocative comments on_ hitherto 
secret information. 


MARION BARRY: The Politics of 
Race 

Jonathan I. Z. Agronsky 

Starting with his civil rights ac- 
tivities, Agronsky surveys the life of 
the former mayor of Washington, 
BRE. 


TALKING AT THE GATES: A Life 
of James Baldwin 

James Campbell 

A compassionate and touching 
look at the life of one of America’s 
greatest writers. 


YOU GOTTA BELIEVE!: Education 
+ Hard Work - Drugs = the 
American Dream 

Drew T. Brown 

The Navy’s first Black attack pilot 
describes his tormented youth and 
rise to success. 


ZORA!: Zora Neale Hurston, a 
Woman and Her Community 

N. Y. Nathiri 

An informative portrait of a very in- 
fluential writer. 


Black Is...Sports 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS: John 
Thompson and the Georgetown 
Hoyas 

Leonard Shapiro 

A former Celtics player becomes a 
college and Olympic basketball 
coach. 


| HAD A HAMMER: The Hank 
Aaron Story 

Hank Aaron 

The remarkable story of a 
remarkable baseball player. 
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MUHAMMAD ALI: His Life and 
Times 

Thomas Hauser 

This unusual biography draws 
from the words of his friends, op- 
ponents, enemies and, of course, 
the champ himself. 


ON THE RUN: The Never Dull 
and Often Shocking Life of Maury 
Wills 

Maury Wills 

This baseball hero stole 104 bases 
in one year, but paid a terrible 
price for his success. 


SINGLETARY ON SINGLETARY 
Mike Singletary 

Mike candidly discusses his fami- 
ly, religious beliefs, and 
philosophy of life. 


*TOTAL IMPACT: Straight Talk 
From Football’s Hardest Hitter 
Ronnie Lott 

This four-time Super Bowl cham- 
pion player gives the inside story 
of his life and game plans. 


A VIEW FROM ABOVE 
Wilt Chamberlain 
More of Wilt 


Black Is...Classics 
Fiction 
ANOTHER COUNTRY 


James Baldwin 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
MISS JANE PITTMAN 
Ernest Gaines 


*BLACK-EYED SUSANS 
Mary Helen Washington, editor 


*THE COLOR PURPLE 
Alice Walker 


*CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY 
Alan Paton 


*INVISIBLE MAN 
Ralph Ellison 


THE MAN WHO CRIED I AM 
John A. Williams 


*NATIVE SON 
Richard Wright 


SONG OF SOLOMON 
Toni Morrison 


THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING 
GOD 
Zora Neale Hurston 


THINGS FALL APART 
Chinua Achebe 


*THE WOMEN OF BREWSTER 
PLACE 
Gloria Naylor 


Non-Fiction 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
MALCOLM X 
With the assistance of Alex Haley 


*BEFORE THE MAYFLOWER 
Lerone Bennett 


*BLACK BOY 
Richard Wright 


BLACK MOSES 
Edmund D. Cronon 


*BLACK VOICES. An Anthology 
of Afro-American Literature 
Abraham Chapman, editor 
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BLACK WOMEN IN WHITE 
AMERICA 
Gerda Lerner 


*FOR COLORED GIRLS WHO 
HAVE CONSIDERED SUICIDE, 
WHEN THE RAINBOW IS ENUF: 
A Choreopoem 
Ntozake Shange 


*COMING OF AGE IN MISSIS- 
SIPPI 
Anne Moody 


*1 ALWAYS WANTED TO BE 
SOMEBODY 
Althea Gibson 


*1 KNOW WHY THE CAGED 
BIRD SINGS 
Maya Angelou 


*LADY SINGS THE BLUES 
Billie Holiday 


*LIFE AND TIMES OF FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS 
Written by Himself 


*MANCHILD IN THE PROMISED 
LAND 
Claude Brown 


*A RAISIN IN THE SUN 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*ROOTS 
Alex Haley 


SOUL ON ICE 
Eldridge Cleaver 


*THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLK 
William E. B. Dubois 


*STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 


*TO BE YOUNG, GIFTED AND 
BLACK 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*UP FROM SLAVERY 
Booker T. Washington 


THE WRETCHED OF THE EARTH 
Frantz Fanon 


This selected list was compiled by Lois Henry, General Library, Reader 
and Information Services; Garland McLaughlin, Parker Hill Branch 
Library; Miriam Tempsky, General Library, Young Adults Room; 
Denice Thornhill, Dudley Branch Library; and Elaine McLean, 
Uphams Corner Branch Library, Chairperson. 


Boston Public Library, 1992. 
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